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Language Guide for Practitioners - Supporting children and  SHkCREN@S/
young people who may be at risk of exploitation

Professionals need to think about the language they use when working with children and young people who experience
harm outside of their home environment. Our spoken and recorded language should always recognise and be
responsive to trauma resulting from the harm children/young people have experienced. If support services don’t make
these considerations, this may contribute to the continuing victimisation of children and young people and prevent
young people and those that care for them from accessing the right help at the right time for them. Here are some

do’s and don’ts:
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Terms not to be used Why? Use these instead...
Top Tips - Remember...
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*The child is not responsible for the at risk presented by the perpetrator and that There is a power imbalance forcing the
risks presented by the perpetrator. they are able to make free and informed child to act in this way
choices.
The child or young person is not This implies that the child or young
responsible for and Canr_]Ot_ consent Drud runnin ,. person is responsible for the exploitation The child is being criminally exploited /
to the abuse / exploitation they 9 9 and does not recognise the abusive or trafficked
suffer. exploitative context .
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control.
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